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SUBJECT: The Return on Our Investment: UDemonstrahbie In-
provements in ths Bitustiea in Viotnan Biuce the

Spring af 1963

The US investosnt io Vietnsm, particularly toe shurp in-
creame in tue U air aand groumd foree commituwent which began
to reach Vietsam in the lute Bprimg of 1960, hes produced a
aumher 8¢ cdemonwtrable returms, The rost significant retura,
novever, is the marked ciffersnce between the situation,
ptrosphere, aml trecds vhich xere evident just prior (o toe
waceive U8 faput (1.e., late last Spring) snd the situmtion.
atnesphere and trends vhieh are evideat today. Last yaay,
dofoat wes staring the OVN ian the frce: this year the nill-
tary situation has been stabilismed, the coafidence aad per-
formance of the OVE hoe bDoen improved, the attitude of the
Eouth Vietnazese people ham shifted, wnd it is our suivsrsuxles
¥ho ars beginning to have serieus doubts about the wisdom or
probable ssccess ¢of their preseat courses ol scticn.

The Viet Cong inswrgency is designed to croute ¢ politico-
military clinate vhich will pernit the establishknent of &
Cormunist goverumeat in South Vietomns under North Vietneuane
Comrunist control. Thougzb portrayed pudblicly es en interacsi
revointion, this insurgency is directed and supporte: by
Morth Vietuam. By the ond of 1983, the Viet Cony uwaie
optimistic and had cvery reasoa to bs »0.

Trom the 4p Bac battle in Jenuary 19G3, where tho Yiet
Cong fought for several days, to the nidospresd surge o
terrorism followiug Diem's dovnfsll, taey wonntantly improved
their military apd political situstion througbout the country-
slde. Vist Coang ferces, bolatered by iaflltered troopre, cou
tinued to expand and improwe their capebilitics for larger
scale miilitary operations. Their military succesres Juring
1964 inoluded gatns im terryitory and population control ia
the constal regions of tet and 23 Corps as vell us the
virtusl isolation of governsent forces in mony provincinl
and districs capitals, Siwilar but sgot guite so succensiul
cfforts wers made iu the 3d and &4th Corps arems. Faeily large
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ccale operations involving one or more battalions werc curried
out by the Viet Cong with relative impunity. By the ead o
1964, VYO pilitary gaias coupled vith their terrorism and propn-
gnnda efforts, particularly snmong the rural population, hed
given them ma AF¥eR oI invincibility,convinced priny Vietausese
particularly in rural areds, that their victory vas inewiteble.

The Viet Cong sainteinod their iamttiative snd momentusn
duriag the firmt half of 1D63. They nsde great strides in
force developssut by infiltrating some 5,700 troops, includ-
ing wajor eloments of the Kortk Vietnasose 325¢th division.
Local recruiting withias South Vietuam was steppad up, uad
sewer 8nd heavier veapons tere deliversd in inoreusing quanti-
ties. They had repested successes on the battleiield whioh
tnproved their lmage and daveged the corale of the GV and its

supporters.

In & bettle at the tura of the year with three Viet Cong
regiments at Binh Giz hamlet, southeast of Seigon, &t least
teo GYN battalieas--including s geocoral reserve usit--sere
put out of setion. In large scale attacks in February (1980),
heavy losses vare inflicted oa goveronent forces in Binh Dich
Province. Einilar Viet Cong victories occurred in the Ba Gir
battie in Hey and in the overrunning of Tou Moroag ki Mk
fut diatriet toeas ia Juns snd Augost. Berious disruptions
of lives of copsunieation occurred--the central highlunds were
conpletely isclated for extended periods- -snd the Vicsl Cong
made sppreciable territorial gatas. V¥C moralo woe nogh, the
rural populktion was intinidated aad the YC found it essy to
gain nev recrults.

Py mid-ysar, goveronent forces sere tinding 1t diificult
to stem the Vist Cong tide. The ARWVR (South Wietnanneee Arwy)
vas being whipsawed and its ressrves vere atrotched to the
breaking point. The Viet Cong had the capability of con-
ducting multi-regimcntal size operations in throo widely
geparated areag ©f Scuth Vietaam whils the ARVH coule react
with sufficiesnat force to cope ¥ith only one such threat wt a
time. In the spring of 1965, the Viet Cong hind & pajor can-
Eaign propared deaigued to coatrol major arous of the high-

ands, to cut up Bouth Vietasa, snd wsparate the Binb Dinh--
Quaag Ngal srea from the weatern Plaiku arex.

These plans, hozewer, were folled und this Yiet Cong
 drive vas bluated. Viet Cong gaine were halted by ths mossive
use of air power, of & type mesde pessible hy tho introduction
of fucter-ressting U8 jet atrcralt, and aggressive iriondly
ground actions, made pozaidble by the maphive pid-yea intro-
duotion of US combat troops,
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By the lste suzxer of 1983, the ianlitiative hnd begun to
shift to the US-supported G¥N. Blowly but surely the GVN be-
gan to gain a8 momeatum of its owa--the nuwber of Cormuaist
succeseen declined and there were sone icportant goverament
victorieas. BSevere VYiet Cong lospes accrued at Dong Xoai 1in
June sad at Bu Dop 4in July, and the siege of Duc Co vas
broXen in August. Major UB contributione vere the victory
seuth of Chu lai in August, the opsalag of Route 19 from Qui
X¥hon to As Khe, the successful resupply of Pleiku, sad the
dostructioa and haresssent inflicted by idcreased air strikes,
Thcse succedass, folloved by a declinme in the tempo of Viet
Cong sctivity, alloved the goverament to gain 2 somhlance of
political and mtlitary equilibrium as of } October 1965.

US forces began teo wowe out of their base perimeter
areas and to conduct search-and-destroy operationc agajinst
Yiet Cong main force units in their previously sacrosanct
bugse areas. In Wovember, for example, U3 1st Cavalry Divi-
zion (Airmobile) troops infilicted over 1,000 casunlties on
three Norsh Vietnamese regisents in the Is Dreng Valley arsa
of westera Pleiku province in the Central Highlands. Prisoners
captured from these unita in the same &rea during an opera-
tion in January 19668 clained that their units had not yet
received repliacements for their losses (in either men or
::tericl) and were not yet ready to resume large sc: .c Cuers-

ons.

Since tho end of 19685, the rate of large scale Viet
Cong attacks bas been declimlng, evea though thore hus been
some inerease in the total murber of sarzed atiancks. Large
ponie attaokes--reginental level--declined from four in No-
vexber to 1 ia Decender and nene in January. Battalion
strongth attacks declined from 8 in November to 7 in Decem-
ber snd sbharply dropped ian January to 3. Moreove:, :ince the
Is Drang battle ia November, there has been & generul tendency
for Cormuaist unita to avoid larges-scale engagemenks with US
and Bouth Vietaamesgo forcos.

A much higher rate of harassmont against Communist lorces
ia oow possible and is now being sustained, both in the form
of B-353 Stratefortress air strikes on previously invioiable
Communiat base arsas aand ia the form of coperations on tie
ground. Recent GVN and sllied actions have teken the initie-
tive and put the Communlsts on the defensive, forcing them to
abaudon thair owa plens for attacking st times and places of
their chosing. Operation EARVEST MOON, 8-19 December, in the
Quang Mam/Quang Tin border ares, forced the lst Viet Coug and
the 30th North Vietnamese Regirents to defend themselves.
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Operations JEFFERSON and VAN BURKY, which began 31 December
in Fau Ten Proviace, forced the 34 Viet Cong and 93th North
Vietnomose Regiwonts to defend. Opsration MATADGH, 4-18
Japuary, disrupted the plans of the 324, 334, and 66th Borth
Viotanmese Regiments in Xostum and Pleiku Provinces. Opera-
tion YBITE WING, beriuning 24 Janwary, upset the plang of the
18th North Vietnamese and ths Viet Cong Quyet Tenm Rezimests
in northern Binh Dinh Provimce. VEITE ¥ING and the 2suociated
operation HASHER inflictsd over 1,200 casunities {NI\) on
the eonpuniet ferces and compelied their forges to disperse.
This type of pressure vill inareess as the bullt-up allied
forces consoulidete thomselves and as experience is gained,

These harsssing aad speiling operations which the US
troop commituent now permits the allied side to mount have
unquestienably disrvpted Communist planaing and thrown Con-
munist forces off balsnge. (Captured documents, for examplas,
indionted that the Comrinists planned to emd the recent Tet
truce with s burst of activity, but their plans vers ioiled
by the offonsive cporations $he GVN and itz ellien vere able
to mouat.) BSuch ground operation, combined vith the B-82
strikes and tagtical aiy strikes agasimst Viet Conz buse areas
will zmake it increesisgly difficult for the Viet Cong und
North Vietaamese (PAVH) uuits to moss snd retuin the elomants
of surprise. There is, of courge, no room for excetsave
optimism. The Yiet Cong are mot sbendoning their previous
strategy of progreseing tovard a move coaventional military
forae strwetere and, shevae Zavorable opportunition preseat
themaslyos, they will coatimue to attempt large scale at-
tacks, some of which will prodably be successiul. The in-
creased US presencs, however, is msking such attachs in-
cronaingly costly and drastionlly reducing their chsoces of
BUCCany |

The over-all inprovemsnt in South Vietnap's military
posture during the past yoar is veflected in & host of sta-
tistics. JIn 1965, the Viet Cong 1ost about 35,400 men, nlmost
double their fatalities in any previocus year. Alwmont 205,000
were killed ip the last six wonths of 1865 alone. The Eouth
Yietoaness lost 11,250 killed last year, about 4,000 more then
in 1864. (US ocombat fatalities in 1865 amounted to 1,365.)

In 196%, Yietnamsse government forges captured nimost
tvice as msny Commooist wenponm as in 1964. Toward the ead
of last yeer, the ratio of weapous lost me betwecn friend nad
foe favored the govornment forcos for the first time siace
nild-1963
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Cosmunist prisoners, defectors nnd captured documents
all indicate that the ovents of the past yerr heve had &
matorial rdverse ericct on Yiet Cong morrle and shaken con-
iidence in ultimate victory throughout Viet Cong ranke.
Compunist Farty instruetions issued in mid- 1965 stoted thet
majJOr ENOCetSen, especially in the ceatral highlands, were &
nscemsary precandition for » general offensive and uprising
in 1966. The Purty waraed that, otherwise, the war would be-
come very protracted. These succescss did not waterianlize and
honcs the realizatisa is growing throughout Viet Cong ranks
that they are in for a long haul, a realization which at lerst
among somo uaits hes resulted in serious discourazement and
despondencp. All available sources of iaformotion suggest
that the Viet Cong sre being fsced with s growing desertlion
problen anmong the ljosal eitizess they rely on for various
kinds of support (e.g., porters).

Neony VC captives have spokes of the large number of
sick treops in their units and the inadeguate iedical atten-
tion they receive. Bice shertages have &lso heen mentioned,
especially ia the Highland Provinces. All bave spoken of the
fearful eifect of US/GVH air power and artillery strikes.

Priscuers taken from the 2d battalion 39ra PAWVN reminent
on 9 Japuary stated that 50 perceant of the soldiers Lave
malaria. They state thoir uaits heve received no replace-
mﬂatlb:: osw vespons sisge the Plei Me-chu Pong ection larct

Captives from the H12 pattniion state thet the battalion
has many persesnel AY¥OCL, sad many &re stricken with maleria.

Prisconeras from the Sth battalion 18th PAYN reximent state
the 7th bettalion lost mll but 130 men during the sttock on
the Phu Cu ocutpost in Esptember 1963. Theso nen vers formed
into one company and attoched to the 9th battalion vhich ned
only 8 companies reminiag. Ko new personnel joined the 9th
battalioa during the period November 1068 to Janguary LIGC
¥hile in the Xin Bon srea apother pettalion vee reforned using
YC from local force vaits.

Prisoners [rom headquarters company of the Viet Cong
Cuyet Tam regiment stated the regimental headqueriers Las
heen forced pn wAny ocassions to move almost ipmodiately
after belog met up, due to srmed helicopter strikes. The
captives had the spacitic sispien of rounding up deserters
and moldiers scoidentally separated from their unit. The
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primoners stated $hat after the fighting at Boag Bonz his
reciment vas to roceive replucemsats iyvom loenl Jorces. In
6 Februnry tho reglmeutcl commanding officer isgned a CcoOn-
mand for ull uaits to dimperes and go into the surrounding
memiets sad act e guorrillas.

Tho diery of a YC captured on 11 Januasy 1986 stateds
"Rewe opent rour daye &n tunnel. rbout 8 to 9 thousand
Aworican soldiers sar® in for a sveep-opsration. The otteck
vam fiorce, 4n the last few days. A pumder of vndergrousd
tuanels gollapsed, 3Some vere csught in them snd hove not
vosn able to get out yot. It is pot Lnoen vhat haye becone
of pisters Pa, Day, Bong Henh and ¥an Ho in these tuanele.

Ia their attempt to provide security for the cgency, Tau and

Ut seve killed. Taeir hodies, lest unsttended sad deteriorvated,
nave not bDeen Mried yat. In the sfternoon, oue of our viltlage
unit nmenbers trying to stay close to the eneny for reconnals-
sance wvos killed and his body hes oot beon recoversed LOn!

%Yhat hard days, on® Bas to stay in tumssls, ent cold rice with
salt, drti’uh unboiled vater' Nowsyer, one ic irec uni fecls

2t onsd.

A ¥C lotter dated 20 Septesbor 1968 onptured by the lst
Aar Cowslry Bivision in Binh Dish Province stateds There
is &n pcute forced labor shortage in the ayven Tie local
people‘s uorale is lov., Theve has bean lnefiective sad poor
periorrance of warious echelons of cadre within the nres.
Frent line mupply coamittess at district snd willego jovel ure
ineifective; Three rioe nills were closed hecivse OF Lie in-
ability of foreed lnhbor to tramsport sdeguate enonats ot rice,
and finally, ss 3 rosult of repested KVNAY sad UB svwecp cpera-
tions within ARe area, the over-sll platurs ia Zloomy »nd the
nain objective (control uf the hignlends) hes not beon oilniced.”

Anotber todicstion of declining Communist worale is tie
fact that last year's roturns from the government 's raycho-
logteal warfare logiosl earfare prograsm, called 'Chieun Hoi”
({rhynss with "you boy") or “Open Arng,” are sost impiessivo.
This progrom is desigred to entice both civiliees Lnc niit
tury personnel from the Viet Cong to the govermaent © ide .

All told, the Chiexv Hoi program brought in 4%, 562 persons in
1066 --about three times s many as in 1064  tven move to the
point, the number of returnees uho could be identilicd sm Viet
Coug militery defectors weg five tineo k& aguneroun - 10,231 ip
1965 sompared te 1,003 in 1964, The defectors last year ulso
included cn appreciable pumber -2.174.-ci "political cadres "
i.0. Yiet Cong civilian leaders sho are apong thooe 031
strongly indectrinated.
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These losses to Viet Cong manpevwer through both gasurlties
snd deiecters are showing an even greater inorsuse this year.
In the firet six vecks of 1988, almost 700 uore Viet Cong were
killed tian An the same period & year ngo. During this same
oix woek pariod this year, 1,384 Viet Cong ailitsry defectors
had heen counted s cozpawsd with only 177 in the firat two
wonthe of 19€5. :

48 the Viet Cong bave contisusd to sustain this heavy
drain on thelr mappover, they have been forced to recort to
inoroasingly érasonian asans to weot their nceds. The Comwa-
pists have stepped up their forsed recreitment drivee emong
the puasants, apd enly izst wesh issued 2 cnll for the crea-
tion of n comdas suppert force--"youth shock teams” -utllizing
vozon AP well g men. The present forced draft aature of Viet
Cong recruitment s refilocted in tbe sppeuraaced in coebat of
geversl receat cocasions of extresely young and often poorly
trained South Vietoamema whe state tdat they were inpresscd
into sorvice., And, of course, the resort to youths recruited
in North Vietnam for iafiltmmtion iato Seuth Vietnamb-citen
new draftees uwith minimal training. Additiomnlly, the intro-
dueticn ef regular Forth Vietasaese nilitary unite attest (o
the rmapoxes probiems of the Viet Coug. '

At the same time, tho Viet Cong have ispoeed evor greater

. #inesgial burdens ©pn the psdsants iu aress under Cosmmunist con-

srol, To delp fieance their aggresaion, the Viet Loug tanve
doubled s oven triped their rate ¢0f taxation od the populace.
Decont reports iint taxation rates fuis year of 65% cnd even
70% of the rice beicg harvested in Viet Coag held arcus of
the deliz and ceatral comst. Taere are ulso reports. veri-
fied by ¥iet Coay priseancrs, ol ing peasant reocaicitraace
nt these lovies oa produciion. govermment troups heve
soved in to drive out Comsunist woits during tho rico hervest,
szch &8 in & mhjor nllied operntion of the pest reveral wecks
in coastal Puu Yen FProvioce nerth of Saigon, & favoruble
poacant reaction has been imsediately apparent. Peacpnte in
this long-Vies Cong hold area have been providing thc govern-
pent information ¢ the loestion and sovenonin of tho Conau-
aist troeps ia the pravince  The rural population hoa showa

Atself inereasmingly inolined to support OVN sad allied forces

{e.3., by voluateeriany useful ead aecurate inteliigonce infor-
natio:) in arena ia vhich the peasputry has come o feel rels-
tively seours from Vies Cong retalietion, Captucdd Viet Cong
docunonts attest to this trend in thoir exboristions to Viet
Cong cadre to tighten up on loeal sscurity. .

The Vies Coay reseort extsasively to tersorism in their
affort to imposs their will on the 1e in the couatryside,
iasy yeor, the Compuniste in South Vietaam killed 1.895 '
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civiitans and Ridonppod 19,7390 more. These included 230 gow
erzosnt officisls curdored-eoften in gruesome fnshion -nnd 339
others kidnapped. This resort by the Comsunisty to suoch bru-
taliity ngnioet the Viotnawese pousant does not squers vell with

the Viet Cong bonmt that they have the support of tle people in

a war sgairst Brigon,

Moresover, the huge fnflux last yeur of roivgees from in
sccurs arecs ia the hiaterliamd to governmont neid torrvitoyy
begpazke erforts of the santry to get ocut Irom under the
Viet Cozg. Nearly 000,000 guah refugees Lave besa oificiuslly
tallied thus far. The Mylk of thene--nbout 443,600-.0re o3ill
living in temporary shelters provided by the E-igon governnent
with U8 zesistacce, dut large nunbors hawe sireudy Loea re-
sottled ond reintegrated iate the antionel social structuve.
¥roa tine to time, refuges ceatera mre the target of Viet
Cong terrorist reids wnich attest to Corxuniet displeasvre ot

thae outfiow of sueh Rumaa resouvrces from the arers they coutrol.

Firm stetisties of ths degreo of control eserciscd
respectively by the 8sigen government and by the Viot Cong
over the population of Sovuth Vietnanm sre difficuli to omnss.
particularly eince “control" is much & hird concept to deilne

in wcapureble terns. Hovewer, the trend is anw ruaning ciesrly,

albeit slovwly, in fovor of the governnoat. /vsilable fligures
{shiek are feirly rgliable as order oi magaitude indicatora)
shos that a8 of last December (1865}, the governsent controllsd
53.17% (7.724,800) of the 16.3 mtilion population 6s opdinst
only 43% (5,944,R00) s yesar previous. rural population
undoy firm Viet Cong control ifscreased slightly in the warly
pars oX L9065 to & high point of 24 0% (3,0600,000) v July;

but by yesr's end, this figure had declioed to 2V.7% (2.35%,
400). Bone 25.2% (3,808,000) of the population ave i:sted

as residing in contested aress.

It ip impertant to recognire that more than denth and
destruction have heen jiavested in South Vietnam and thst re-
tarng are being reelicved in the imppevewment o the politicel
1ijs =nd physieal vell-beiag of eur allies un xoll es in the
pmultipileation of problexs for our sdversaries,

Laat year, under the wedical oivic sotion preogram, over
iony and 2 half million Vietnescss received modical treatment
irom the U6 armed forces. Thers vere more than 400 military
civie action construction projects, such ze bridges, cchools,
ropd repeirs, and drainsge coatrols. Units zod (ndividusls
contrituted to the support of hundreds of orphuacages, schools,
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.  and hospitals, An oconoais boom pccompunied the miltreny

55 I ozpenston. Planusd U3 construciion projects in South Vietnaw
£t vear's end vere valusd at nexrly #1 billion. DPetroloun
conzimption rome fron 259,000 barrels in January to more Lhan
i million psr month ia Pegcember. Impuris by silp intao Routh
Yietoam ross 800 per cent uhile intercoastal ehipplny doui:led.
frou the Janmuary tonnage figurs of 23,000, Civiiian perzoansi
working en militsry construotivca projects totiled only = iev
thousand in Janwary but vere ower 20,000 at the eud of the
gyesr. Eeosured cgeinet the ideeluglcal pronises -apd threats
s of the Copuunists, these are positive ifsgtors Huch ol this
developmens has, of course, bean forced draft activity inspired
by =ar sad pomsesed of inflatiensry potentiat, but it has
aevertheless provided johs, bomes =nd physiesl Taciliities
where noae existad balors.

The soet signtficsnt refurn on the UB iavestnent o the
pest yesr -and in the final analysis, the most inportasnt oue -
o8 been its tesal politieal impact. Within South Yictnam
the most marked ard hopeful developeent ef the puat yobur is
& an apparently groving conviction awong the populscae- hoth
usrben und, espeoislly, rural--that the Viet Cong no loager
aze carialn, perhaps not oves likely, to emergo victorious
This more fsvoEublo public attitude, iam turn, bas heliped
Eaigon's military leeders provide the country «ith & pro-
gressively greater dogres of goveromontol etability «nd yo
1iticel progrees Inprovemeoals in this srea should not be

1 over stressed or over-gold, but the defiaite beginnings ot
e genuine fmpvoswzent have beea made.

Althousgh there are mtil) ensrmous problems yet to be

= I overcone, Fouth Viotans's lesders are sieering o course hich
.. Shey hope By the enéd of next year will htriag netionkl elec-
2 sions and the ersetion of o dewecratic matisnsl eepexbly.
These lcadors--who have besa in offise fexr & loager period
A1 sow than any goverament sicee Diem's overthrow- -ere men who

. represent a rising gessratioa of gepulne nationulict clonents
and even befors they took office they showsd sa Avarenass ot
popular desirs for pocial tuprovemsat in South Vietnan., ¥With
our rssiatancs and such pregrans hs those recently deitneated
at Nonolulu, they are oow able to hold forth the coacrete pros-
pect of eoeinl and political progress and, at the snmo tine,
aake inoressingly apporent te sll tane falee Gppesls in this
sphere loug sade by %omamt prepagandn,
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EFFECTS IN TER HOKTH
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The US/GVYN aiy offensive sgainet Norih Vietnem has Leen B
aighly restricted camprign designsd to nintiwize civiiian
cesusltiss while reduciog Horth Vietnsm's sbility to support
Corzunist activities in South Vietnan, There arc geveral
positive indiestions that this air campeign ie producing
coscrote resulta.

The air attacks have deen Able to impore an incroasingly
high price on the DHV's support of the war ia the South. The
air attseks are also a sigsificant faetor in kesping the morale
and will to fight of South Vietaam at a high level.

North Vietaan has bema ferced, by the eir attacks, to for-
f10it 20 increasing awount of foreign trade earaings--some
U8 Ssix million in 1968, The DEV hes lost alnost 17 perceat
of its nationnl bulk petreloun storage copaoity ond over 28
t of its electric power generatiag oipacity. North

jetean has had to ferego or postpouns plans for orderly
econonic development ssd to suffer increasing upheaval of
jnduntrial ocvtgut. Esconstrauotion efforts have been harpered
by aifficulsies in allocatiag meapower, Tho regzine is also
pecting increasing problems ia the distribution of food,
rrucnzaﬂy to rolocated elemsats of the population und to

arge increneate ¢f worksrs dstailed to reconstruction and
repalyr ostivities.

The greatest bruat of the sir attacks tes boan 9Bt
en the railsoads and bigheays umed to support the logistic
supply of the Commnist forees and to iaiiltrato PAVH forces
into Bouth Vietnam. Air attack alono caanot complately stop
this Clow of mon and supplies. But it can and beas disrupted
thia Tlow end nade it a coosiderably wmore diftficult and costly
process. Large srounts of manpowar bave heon diwerted from
productive ssploynest to rapairw and keep opon the lines of
commuoieation rnaning through the soutbsrn provinces of North
Vietoam and hacs to Bonth Vietnam,

_ The PRV ham, moroover, beea compslled to use aight-ti=e
operations only in the foveard sovesent of men and supplies.
This slovs up sovexent considerably, making the trip by truck

from Banoi to the South Vietaan border alnost thres tinos
longer. The Cormnniats have also been torced to expond much
manpover and rescurces ia coastructing unay roads, by-paases,
and other expedieats $o keep traffic moving in toth Rorth
Viotnan and laos.
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A tipal affect of the US/0VR air attacks s thut they
incronpo the alrendy heavy dependence of Horth Vietasm on
Cowruniat Cuina and the UBBR. ®hile the suouont of their 75 5 § B
tary and reconstruction sié caanot be cuantifiod procisely, 1t
creates an additioval drain on the econoniesn of theso tvo ,
oountries, perticularly Communimt Chins.

In ¢ 3 Pebruary 1968 ppeach on Hanoi, Die Duc Tho--Horth
VYietnaneas 140 Dong (Comwunist) Party Folitburo member end
the Chis? ef the Porty’s Orgenization Department--admitted
that soze peshers of the party sapparatus have developed
"goppasous thoughts and views™ and have usde an incorreet
swgossuent of the temlance of power betwsen tho eneny and us, "
Thos claimed, aaturally, that such “erroneous thoughts” wers
confined to YA small nusber of comrades,”™ tut the Iact of
{internal dissension withia the Puvty itself would pcver have
been publicly cckaowledged, even ia this menuer, i Horth
Yiotaan'’s leaders c¢id act consider it at least phdentially
woricus. ¥hat Tho obdviously mesnt is that the nature and
pice of ths | eat joint UB/GVE effart is heginning to
generate doubts even within the North Yietnamene Communist
Farty itself about the wisdom of the intransigennt and rnili-
tant polieies of fianoi‘'s leadsrs., Tho festelling ux, in
phost, that present U3 pelicy and the msssive US investoent
of the past year are begimuing to produce ezectly tho kind
of political results they wers devised to create.
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